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Sommonwealth, contrary to the Laws both of God and Maur, and their 
Faith given 5 detain’d ws Ten Months in Prifon, without any Mittimus, or 
juft Caufe, alledged for their fo doing, and afterwards caufed us to be put on 
Board, a deep loaden Ship, where we endured all the Miferies of a Troublefome 
Winter Voyages but ( byGod’s Blelfing ) efcaped both the danger of tke Seas, 
and our Enemies, and appeared at the Council-Board, where the worft of our 
Enemies (even the very Men that had fo unjujtly imprifoned and detsin'd us) 
bad nothing to fay or object againft us. 
A-2 Their 


but with that 


vo Sy Phe PREFACE. Sree 
“Their Declaration ( publifhed os the Caufe of their Infurrettion ) is bereis 
ph 


particalarly anfwered, and matter of Fai truly alledged, not in Scandalous, 
“Bafe, and als Reflections, as forse of their Pamphlets are fiuff'd withal, 
2 


Sincerity and Moderation whieh becomes a Chrifliaw, and altho’ _ 
there-are many things in it f frivolous, that to- Men of Bufinefs, it nay feems 
impertinent to Wine get hope to be excafed, bécaufe the meanefi things made 


. fa deep an Impreffion onthe Vulgar and Ignorant People, that it was abjalutely 
“nece(fary they foul -bé-undeceived. re : | 


_ Lhepe it will fatisfie every unprejudited Perfor, and [ufficiently convince 
ihe World that owv Ineprifonmment was not for anyCrime commuted, but that 
‘Cwe being imployed from the €rown ) by our Removal, the wore eafie Subver- 
fion of Monarchy, and Deftruition of the Church of England, micht be 
effeded both which theyiever'mortally hated, and had long before plotted to ru- 
ine, making nfe of thissjunture of Affairs, and Their, Majefties Names to 
cloak their’ Defign,.rebil fh their Service was newer intended, .asvis evident by 
their withdrawing the. F orce\frow the.Eaft-ward,) by, which, their, Majefties 
Fort and Garrifen-of Pémyquid,'\\end the svhole County of Cornwall, the, 
greateft part. of the Province of Mam, and part ef the Province of New: Hamp- 
; thelnhabitants being driven frox their. Houfes, arid above 300 


ene 


The State of NEW-ENGLAND, Impintiall 
PE ROLTINLIE confidered, &e nt 


“ Rewerend Sirs, - | 
ame WO Months have already paft away, fince, with 
ok _ Aftonifhment, I have beheld the moft deplorable 
» Condition of this Country ; into what a Chaos of 
~*~ — .Confifion and Diftradion have this People run 
themfelves; and in what a labyrinth of Milerys and Perplexitys 
are:they involved!’ ’Tis high time now to make fome {erious 
Reflections on the State of Affairs, ; 
- In the firft place therefore, ‘twill be neceflary to confider, 
a. For what Reafons, and to what End, did they take up 

Arms? re | 

2. Whether thofe Reafons be Subflantial, and fuch as carry 
with thet weight enough to juftifie the AD; and whether the pro- 
pofed End can be obtained by [uch Methods 2 | 

3. If not, What willbe the Event, and whether any way be 
left open for 4’ Peaceable and Friendly Settlement 2 

Although ‘tis not adoubt but a prevailing Party among you, 
to gratifie their Malice; Ambition, or Revenge; have been 
the* Plotters and Contrivers of thefe unhappy’ Troubles? and 
the better to carry it on, have made ufe of the deluded Coun- 


B trymen, 


— 


© Declaration ; the fum of which ss: 


AE ee Se ee ae Lene hes) a 


: [ 6 } eee 
trymen, as the Monkey did the Cats Foot, to pluck the Chefnut out 
of the Fire: Yet 1 thall not meddle in that matter; I will on-. 
Ty inftance fuch things as Converfation and Report have 
brought to.my Knowledge, or as F fhall find obvious in the 
x... That above ten Yeats fince, there was anchorrid Popifh 
Plot in the Kingdom of England, m which the Extirpation of 
the Proteftant Religion was detign’d 5 and there was great rea- 
fon to apprehend the Reform’d Churches of New-England 
were to be over-whelm’d in the fame Pit of Ruine and De--- 
{truction. Bats 
- 2. That the better to. effe& it, their Charter (tlie only: 
Hedge which kept them from the wild Beafts of the Field) was 
both injurioufly and illegally Condemned, before it was pofli- 
ble for them to appear at Veffiminfler in the Legal Defence of: 
it ;. and without a fair leave to aniwer for themafelves.~ 
3, That by.an illegal Commitlion they were put under a» 
Piefident and Council, which was foon fuperceded by another, 
more Arbitrary and Abfolate,, to Sir Edizond Andres, giving. 
him. Power, by the advice of his Council, to make Laws, and 
levy Taxes, as he pleafed; to mufter and imploy all Perfons re-- 
fident in the Territory, as occafien fhould require, and them. 
to. Fransfer to.any. Exglifb Plantation ; and that there were 
courfes taken to damp and {poil their Trade, while neither the. 
Honour nor the Treafure of the King was advanced. 
That feveral Redcoats were brought: over, to fupport: 
what fhould be impofed upon them, and more threatned. 
s. That Preferments were principally loaden on Strangers. 
and Haters of the People..: 


yu §. That 


ee ae 

6. Thatthey were Squeez'd and Opprefs'd by a crew of 
abject Perfons from New Tork, who took, and extorted, extra- 
ordinary and infollerable Fees. - 

7. That ic was impoflible to know the Laws that were 
made, and yet dangerous to break them. : 

8. That by fome in open Council, and by the fame in pri- 
vate Converle, it was affimed, That the People in New Eng- 
lind were all Slaves; and the only difference between them and 

Slaves, wastheir not being Bought and Sold; and that it wasa 
Maxime delivered in open Court, by one of the Council, 
That-they muft not think the Privilege of Englith-men wong! 
follow them tothe end of the World. 

9. That they were denied the Privileges of Magna Charta ; 
and that Perlons who did but peaceably objeé& againft raifing 
Taxes, without an Aflembly, were for it feverely Fined. 

to. That Juries have been pick’d and pack’d, and that {ome 
People have been Fined without aVerdidt, yea, without a Fury. 

a1. That fome People have been kept long in Prifon, with- 
out any Information againft them, or being charged with any 
Mildemeanor, or Habeas Corpus allowed. 

12. That Jury-men were Fined and Imprifoned for refufing 
to lay their Hands upon the Book, as they came to be Sworn, 
contrary tothe Common Law of New England. 

13. That there was a difcovery made of Flaws in the Titles 
of their Lands; and that the Governour denied that there wis 
any fuch thing asa Town among them, and that more than a 
few were by Terrors drawn to take Patents at exceflive rates. 

14. That Vriis of Intrifon were illued our. 

15. i hat the Governour caufed their Lands to be meafured 
out forhis Creatures, and that the right owners fer pulling up 

Dp 3 


Db 2 tae 


the Stakes, have been grievoufly molefted; and feveral Perfons 


had their Commons bege’d. —- ‘ : 
16. That the forcing of the People at the Eaft-ward to take 
Bees » gave a rife to the late unhappy Invafion by-the In- 
Laas. | By Lot “iM 
17. That blank Patents were got ready to be fold at great: 
Prices. ce ee i ara 
18. That the Governour, and five or fix-of the Council, 
did what they would; and that all fuch as were Lovers of their 
Country, were feldom admitted. ; iy Se 
@19.. That all manner of craft and rage was ufed to hinder — 
Mr. Matber’s Voyage to England, and to ruine his Perfon. 
- 20. )That although the King promifed Mr. Mather a Magna 
Charta for redrefs of Grievances; and that the Governour 
fhould be Wrote unto, to forbear-thefe meafures that he was 
upon, yet’they were ftill injur'd in thefe very things which were 
complained of. | eet ee E 
21. That the Minifters and Churches have been difccunte-. 
manced.*) : wer 
22. That they were imbryar’din an Indian-War; and that 
she Officers ‘and Soldiers in the Army were under Popi/b.Com-. 
manders. Ae é ee } 
93. That the reft of the Englith Plantations being alarmed 
with juft fears of the French, who have treated the Exgl/b with 
more than Tiirki/b Cruelty, could not but ftir them up to take 
care-for their own Prefervation, left they fhould be delivered — 
to, the Freisch; before Orders could come from His Hibgnefs the — 
Prince of Orange, and the Parliament of England. 


WA ‘That 


a4; That they have for their Exampfe, the Nobility, Gen: 
‘try, and Commons of Englands and above all, they efteem it 
their Duty to.God, {fo to have done. oe : 


Thus far have I'trac’'d the Declaration, cad do: not nave 


that any one thing material is ‘omitted; 1 fhall now mention 
fome other Matters which have occurred. 
"Twas credibly Reported, : : 
That Boftoz, and all: the Inhabitants were to be deftroyed 5 
and to.that end the Mobacques were to:be brought down. 


That there were feveral Fire-works prepared in the Fort,and ' 


Vaults dug under Ground to blow upthe Town. : 
That the Soldiers at theEaft-ward were all poifoned with Rum, 
That there were thirty Sail of French Frigats upon the Coaft: 


~ With feveral other trifling things, which I cannot recollect. - 


Thefe are the principal Reafons alleaged for their taking up 


‘Arms; now the end canbe no other than the redrefs of thole 
Evils‘complained of. wee. : 

The next thing then to be coafidered of is, Whether ail, or 
any of the Reafons aforefaid, are {ufficiert to juftifie their Procee- 
dings; and whether: the propofed end can be attain d by (uch 
Meafurese | 


1.” That there was'a Popith Plot is without doubt; and if - 


England at that time had fallen under the Yoak of Roman Ty- 


ranny, ’tis'as certainly true New England muft have undergone — 


the fame Fate; but that this fhould be ufed-or introduced as a 
Reafon or Argument for vacating their Charter, 1s beyond my 
Conception; for if they. had once prevailed, How weak a ran 
part would the. Charter-have been againit fo cruel and power- 
ful an Enemy? Would the Papifts have made eftminfter-Halt 
the Arbiter? ‘Certainly nog their ‘Wills would have been their 


Law, , 
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Law, and the Hedge would .bave been broke-down, with a. great 
deal of cafe. Is-it reafonable to imagine, that after they had 
with Force and Violence attained their wifhed-for End in Old 
England, they would make ule of Politicks in New? And as 
prepofterous and unreafonable to Fancy, that for that end the 
Charter was called in Queftion; efpecially when you. confider, 
that four decades of Years have already paft, fince the Crown 
of England firft thought 1 not fic for them to hold any long- 
er; and feveral Years after, the Popilh Plot was dilcovered, bes 
fore the Scire Facias tued out. ; 

2. That the Charter was injurioufly and illegally Condem- 
ned, without giving them timely notice of it, or allowing them 


to anfwer for thenrfelves, might bear fome weight with it, if 


trne; but it will appear quite otherwife, and that they had 
opportunity enough to have made Defence on behalf of their 


Charter, if they had thought fit: For feveral Years before the © 


proceedings to the Condemnation thereof, our late Soveraign 
King Charles the Second, by His Letters fignified to them the 
many Complaints that were made to him of their Encroachments, 
and ill Adminiftration of the Government; and to command 
that they fhould fend over Agents, fufficiently Authorized, to 
anfwer the fame; whichat length they fo far comply d with, as 
tofend them: But whenthey were called to hear, and an{wer 
the faid complaints, always excufed and avoided the principal 
part thereof, pretending they were not fufficiently impowered 
to that purpofe; and afterwards other Agents were fent, fully 
impowered to anfwer, but not to fubmitor conciude any thing : 
And when-His Majefty was pleafed to caufe a Writ of Quo War- 
ranto to be fued forth againft the Charter, and lent over with 
his Gracious Declaration, and: propofals of fuch Regulations 

fo 


_ to. be made thercin, as might be agreeable with His Majefty’s 
Service, and the good and-welfare of his Subjects here, and re- 
quired an intire fubmiflion thereto, the General Court would 


“not fubmit to, or comply therewith; only a Letter was fent: 


to the Right Honourable Sir Lionell Jenkins, then Secretary 
of State, Dated the rothaof December, 1683. Subscribed by. 


the Governour, and eighe oi the Afliflants only, wherein, at-. 
ter the acknowlecgment. of their having hada Copy of the: 


Quo Warrauto,,and his' Mayelty’s Declaration, they fay, That 


the major part of. the: Magiftrates have for feveral Weeks de~ | 


clared their Opinion, and voted to Jay themfelves at His Ma-. 
_jefty’s Feet, by an humble fubmiffion and refignation of them- 
felves to-his Majefty’s pleafure 5 not being willing to contend 
with. his’ Majefty in'a-courfe of Law, but by the next oppor-- 
tunity to difpatch their Agents fully impowered to make their 
Submiflion according to his Majefty’s faid- Declaration, but by 
no-means can at prefent obtain the confent of the Deputies, 


whereby to make ic an Act of the Corporation, and therefere- 


have agreed with them tua power of Attorneythip, to fave a: 
Default, in hopes that further time will prevail to difpatch their 


Agents accordingly, and fhall earneftly endeavour to give the: 


People a better underftanding, before the nexe Ship Sail from: 

hence. j ' 
His Majefty by this, finding that all the eafie means he had 

ufed, could not bring them toany.anfwer for the Crimes and: 


Mifdemeanors laid to their charge, nor produce any thing elfe- 
but bafiles and delays, gave Order to his Attorney-General, to» 


fue out a Writ of Scire Facias from the High Court of Chane- 
cery, again{t the Governour and Company; whick was accor-- 
dingly done, directed to the Sheriffs of London, &c. and made 


t€s- 
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returnable in EaftersTerns, in:the 36th. Year of His Majéfty’s: , 


Reign; wherein they weteirequired:tomake known to the faid~ 


Governour auc Company. at London, That they appear’ in £Tig>.- 
Majelty’s High Court of Chaacery at Weftminfter, on the Day ' 
of the return thereof, to fhew caufe wherefore the faid Char-) 
ter, forthe Reaforisin the faid Writ of Scire Facias mentioned” 
and contained, fhould not be made void, null, and’¢ancel?'d 5’ 
and the Liberties and Privileges: thereby granted to the faid’ ~ 
Gowernour and. Company, be Seized:into the King's Hands; upon: 
which ‘Writ the faid.Governonr: and:Compdny? not appearing, ’ 


another Writ of Sere: Facias, of the fame'Tenot ifftied ‘forth, 


returnablesin Trindty-Term, othen next following, when the 


faid Governour and» Company appeared’ by' ther conftiruted — 


Attorney and Councils: but refufed-to Plead'to the aid W rity 


only moved for time to fend to New England, which not being : 


agreeable with thesRules and Practice of the Court in fuch~ 
Cates, could not be allowed; but ia Favour to them a Rule’ 
was made,’ That unlefs they ‘Pleaded by’ the firft day of the’ 
then-next’ Michaelmas-Term, Judgment fhould be entered by - 
Default: And in that; Ter, forsdefaule of Pleading, Judge 
ment was entered omHis Majefty’s'behalf, and the faid Charter - 
adjudged to be void, null, and cancell’d, and that the Piber-- 
ties and Privileges of the faid Gowernour and Company be Seiz'd { 
into the Hing’s Hands; which was accordingly done, by the 
Exemplification of the faid Judgment inthe Reign of K. Fames 
the Second, and by -His Majefty’s Commiflion to a Prefident 
and Council to take the Government of this Countrey. — All: 


‘awhich Proceedings are moft jaftand legal, according to the 


Rules and Practice of the Law of England, and aprecable with ° 
inany Precedents of the like Nature, bothiancient and modern. 
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- ..Befides, all Companies, Corporations , or Bodies Politick; 
made or ‘granted by Letters Patents, or Charter, from His Ma-. 
jefty, for any. part or places beyond the Seas, are by them- 
{elves or Agents to be alwaies ready to anfwer His Majefty in 
any of his Courts at Weftminfter, when he fhall think fit to or- 
der aity Suit or Writ to be Sued or Profecuted againft them, 
and are fuppofed tobe irefident in'or about Loadon or Weftmin- 
fier for that ‘purpofe, as the Eaft-India, Royal African, Ber- 
moodos, and Hudfons-bay Companys. are, who have their Trade, 
Faétories, Collonys, ‘and Plantations, abroad in Afia, Africa, 
and Ameri¢a: And in the like ftate or condition were the Com- 
pany or Corporation of Maflathufets-Bay in New England to be, 
according to the Capacities given them by, their Incorporation, 
of Swing and being Sued, Pleading and being Impleaded, as ap-- 
pears by the Dogget-Book of the Council, when the Charter was 
firft Granted ; wherein if they have neglected their Duty, as 
well, as, exceeded. their, Powers and. Privileges granted, and 
would not, put themf{elves. into.a condition to be heard, when 
they ought and might, it is, not His Majefty, nor the proceed- 
_ “ings of His'Courts that.are to.be blamed, but themielves. 

gi That ‘there was,a Commiffion fent to the Prefident, and 
the fiucceflive one, to/Sir Edmond Andros, are both true; but 
that they were Illegal, is a Pofition too confidently afferted by 
the Pen-man,’ who.feemis to be mote a.Clergyman than a Law- 
yer; but becaufe the well clearing up'of this point willbe of 
great fervice to! the fubfequent Diicourfe, ’twill not be amifs 
that it béthtoughly'‘confidered... | T fhall therefore lay down this 
-as'a certain Maxime; both confonant to Reafon and the Laws of 
the Land, That thofe Kingdoms, Principalities, and Collonies, 
‘which are of the Dominion of the Crown of England, and not of 
C Em- 
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Expire of the King of England, “are {nbjet to fuch Laws, Or- 
dinances, aad Forms of Government, -as the: Cromm {ball think, 
fit to eftablifo. New England, “aid ‘all the Planrations are fub- 
jectito the Dominion of the Crown: of ‘England, avd: nor to the 
Empire of the’King of England: Therefore the Crown of Eng= 
Hind pary Ride and Govern there in fuck manner, “as tt floall think 
soft fe. ‘Por the proof of which hall qnftanice Walesy which 
was onte’a Kingdom, or Territory, 'govern’d by itsown Laws; 
but when it‘became ofthe Doritinion of the'Crown of Eng- 
land, either by Subtniffion or Conqueft, it- became fubje& alte 
to fuch Laws as Kine Edward the Firft: (to whom they fubmit- 
ted) ‘thought fit to impofe, as may plainly appear in the Pre- 
amble of the Statute of Rutland. Lispieten confnetndines par- 
Kao illarum baGenus ufitatas, eorant Nobis preceribus Regne 
nofirr fecimus recitart, quibus diligenter-anditi, ‘ox plenius: in- 
telletis quafdam illarum de confilto Procerum predistorum-delevi- 
mus quafdam permiffimus, Gs quafdam correximus,) O etiaue 
qualtan alias adjiciendas’ @'facienclas decvevinis Gri ens he 
‘cette’ ie terris noftris in partibis: Adis: pevipetiia ofeemitate teneri 
oo» obfervari volumus , in forma” fubferipta.” “Wehave caufed _ 
the Laws and Cuftoms of thofe parts hitherto ufed, to be re- 
cited before’ Us, and’the Peers of Our’ Realm, whichbeing di- 
tigently heard, and'more fully underftood, fome: of them, by 
“the Advice of Our Peers aforefaid, We have obliterated, fome 
We have allowed, and fome We have correéted; And ‘have 
‘alfo Decreed, "That fome others fliall be made 3 and We:-will,, 


“that for the future; they be holden and ebferved in'Our Lands 


‘in thofe parts, with perpetual Firmnefs in manner: heretnafter 
exprefied, Then follow the Ordinances, appointing Wnts ‘0- 
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-riginal and judicial, in many things varying from thofe of Eng- 
lend, anda, particular n manner of proceeding. 

; And again, in the clofe of the fame Statute, Et ideo ani 
Mandamus quod. pramiff2 ¢ de catero in omnibus obfervetis, ita 
taninue quod quotiefcunque quandocunque Oy. ubicunque Nobis. pla- 
cuerit, poffimus predita Statuta Cy earum partes fingulas decla- 
rave, interpretari; addere.fi fis ve diminuere pro. Noftre libito woliutrin 
i yprouk. fecuritati Nojtre ron Terre Noftre. viderimus: expedi- 

And, therefore We Command you,, That from hencefor- 
ped you obferve the Premifes in all things, fo only,that as often, 
whenfoever, and. wherefoever We pleafe; We may. Declare, 
Interpret,. ‘Add to, and Diminifh from the faid Statutes; and 
every part of them, according to Our, Will and Pleafure, fo 
as We.fhall fee. it expedient | for the falsty. of He ae Our 
aed aforefaid...» 

“Inthe next phe] I hall inftance eA eas anes itisa. io 
quer #) Kingdom 3 is not doubted, i? Cooke Rep. Fol.-18. _| but.ad- 
mitted in. Calvin's -eale,,. and by. an AG of the 1 ith. 12tp. and 
13th. of King Faynes,. acknowledged in exprefs. Words; Vi Xe 
Whereas) in former times. the Conqueft of this Realyr; by His Mas 
Jelty S moft Royal. Progenitors, Kings. of England, &c... 

That by virtue-of the Conqueft, .1t became of the Dominie . 
on of the Crowp of England, and fubje& to fuch Laws:asitke 
Congueror thought fitto impofe, until afterwards by the Char- 
ters:and Commands of H..2..K.-Foba, and.H..3. They, were In- 
tituled: to; the Laws and. Franchifes.of . England, as| by the aid 
Charters, reference-being thereunto had ,.:may more fully ap- 
pear, I fhall only inftance two. )" 

_ The Firft is out of the clofe Rolls of H. 3. bea the King, 
after A Rhartes given to G. de Marifcis Juftice of dreland, fignifies, 
sii GR That 


"Phat himfelf and all other his Lieges of Ireland, fhould enjoy 
‘the Liberties which he had granted to his Lieges of England; 
and that he will grant and confirm the fame'unto them: [ Clan. 
YER 3! Dorfo'r4.]° which afterwards'in the 12th. Yearoof Hits: 
Reignhe did, as followeth; Rex dilecto & fidelio fuo Richardo™ 
de Burgo Fufticiar” (uo Hibern. Salutem; Mandarimns vobis fir-- 
initer précipientes, quatenns certo die ¢ loco faciatis Venire co- 
rant vobis, Archi-Epifcopos, Epifcopos, Abbates, Priores,\Comi-\ 
tes & Barones Milites  Libere Tenentes, @ Balivos fingulo- 
rant Comitatunm, Cr coram ews publici legi faciatis Chartum Do- 
mini Johannis Regis Patris Noftri, cui figillum [unin appenfumeft, 
quam freri fecit,. Cr jurari a Magnatibus Hibernix de legibus Gy 
confuetudinibus Angliz obfervandis in Hibernix. © Et precipiatis 
eis ex parte noftra, quod leges illas @ confuetudines in Charta pra- 
ditta contentas de cetero firmiter teneant & obfervent. The King 
to his Faithfull and Beloved Richard de Burg Juiftice of Ireland 
Greeting.. ‘We have Commanded you, firmly enjoyning you, 
That on a certain day and ‘place, youmake to come before 
you the Arch-Bifhops, Bifhops, Abbats, Priors, Earls, Batons, 
Knights and Free-holders, and the Bayliffs of every County; 
and before them you caufe to be publickly read the Charter of 
the Lord King Fob, our Father, to which his Seal is affixed, 
and which he caufed to be made'and Sworn to by the Nobility 
ef Ireland, concerning the Laws and Cuftoms of England to’ 
be obferved in Ireland: Andcommanded them on our behalf, 
That for the future they firmly keep and ebierve thofe Laws 


and Cuftems contained in the Charter aforefaid. | 

By all which itis evident, That after the Conqueft, and be: 
fore the recited Charters, the Inhabitants there, although com- 
pofed of: many Free-bora Englifh Subjetis, who fettled themfelves 
nant © | among ft 
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among ft-thent, were neither govern'd by thei own Laws,nor the 
Laws of ‘England, but according to the good pleafure of ‘the 
Gengueror:>. And.if you will take the Opinion ‘of SirsEdward 
Coke,’ inv-his: Annotations on. the Great Charter, he: tells. you 
plainly, ‘That av theomakiag thereof, it. did not extend to Ireland, 
or any of the King’s Foreign Dominions ; but after the making of 
Poyning’s. Law, which was in the rth. Year of H. 7, (longaf- 
ger:the Great-Charter)> it: did'extend to:lreland. 
~ Tchave only one Inftance more; and.that.is, The ufage' of 
Foreign Nations in their Plantations and. Settlements abroad. 
-, The.Governments of. the United Provinces,and Deamark,are : 
well known iniEsopes and yet in‘alltheir Plantations, their 
Governmentsiare:defpotical.and abfolute} all the power isin the 
hands of a-Governour and Council, and every. thing ts ordered: 
and appointed by them, as is fufficiently manifeft to’thofe that 
are. acquainted: with Batavia, Surrinanz) Crnafao,) New York , 
(when formerlym theit vhands ) i andthe -iland of St Thomas, ’ 
oy By which it 1s-evident,. That thofe Kingdoms and: Principals 
ties which are of the Dominionsof the Crown of\ England, are /ub- 
jet to'fuch Laws, Ordinances, and: Methods of Government, as 
the Crown fhall.thitksfit to. Eftablifhs ©» voxyo' SVs 8 * 
The next thing then to be proved:is, That New England,and 
all the Engh |b Colonies,are fubje& tothe Dominion of the Crown of 
England, «as Wales ad Ireland are, ‘and not tothe Empire of 
the King of England, as Scotland is. () 903 to agovED dg 
’Tis'a fundamental point, confented unto by all. Chriftian 

Nations, that the firft Difcovery of a Countrey inhabited by 
Infidels, givesa Right.and Dominion of that Countrey:to the 
Prince, in whofe Service and Imployment: the Difceverers' was 
fent : Thus the Spaniard claims the Weft-Indjes's othe Portugals 

3 b ito. Brafile:: 
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Brofe $i is thus teins ifh:thefe Notthern:parts of: ets. 
For, Sebaftidn Cabot; amployed: by KingsHenry 7» was ithe firft 
Ditcowerer of: thefe Parts, “and in his Naime’took: Pofleffion, 
which his Royal Succeflors/ have held-and: contintied ever fin inces 
therefore they ure of the Daininion ofthe Crowe af. England ; and 


as duch-they: arelaccotinted bywhat excellent Lawyer Sir Fohn — 


Vaughan inhis reports’ | ManbRep.Craw werfus Rauifey.) which 
being granted, ‘the Cénelufionmufi. necéflarily_beigodd, andit 
will-follow} Thar Evighif>inen permitted toobe Thanfported into 
the, Pcodationca ‘(for -thitherawithont the-Kings <bicence we can- - 
not come ean pretend to aoother Liberties Privilegessou’ Tenvinni- 
ties there; than\ancieutlytha Subjetis of Bngland, whoxembaed 
themfelves iatp Ireland could ba beddne:: Fowl is from: the Grace 
and Fawourof the CroaalonethaDall thefe Flow, andare idi- 
{ {penetd atthe pleafarec dfchim:that {rts upon the! Dhrone3;which 
iS, plains in. the. great Chartemit felfsawwherd, rafténthe: Liberties 
therem granted bysthie Kites it concludes: ‘phrisytse<il wore meta ep 
Dabendas dé Nebis: Oe shacredibtes Nofirisa in perpetinin. >To v have 
and to. Hold of WUsjandOur Heusfor evers which bythe Lear 


ned Sin. Edmardl Coke is: thasvexplained 'Thefesvardsi(faith he). 


are not inferted to make a Legal Tenureof the King ,but\ to intimate 
that\all Liberties were at. firft-derived fram the Crowm|:Inflit. page 
2.fols 4. Y Barbados, famaica, t the Leeward Sflands, and. Virginia 
have theit Adlemblies /»but.1t 1s: not fui Juris, - tis ‘from the grace 
and favour of the Crown, fignified. by? Lettérs:Patents underabe 
Broad Séal. But the Tasha madeby thefe Aflemblies withthe con- 
fent of the Governout] areino longer in force than till the King 
is pleafed to. fignifie: his Difapprobation‘oftthem; which! ‘power 
he hath always’ referved:to himfelf, and>can,wheneverihe thinks | 
fit;Repeaband Annul.all fuel as: fis not been before confirmed _ 
‘by. him, or fome of his Predeceflors. ; New | 
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New: England hada Charter, butno: ong will, be forftupid to: 
imagine, thatthe. King -was bound to grant.it them, neither can, 
you,- without impeaching the prudent Condud and. Dilcrerion 
of your Fore-Fathers, fo much as. think, they would’ putthem- 
felyesito fo, vaft an Expence.and waneceffary. Trouble.to..obtain 
thatswhich as Englifb Men,. they thought themfelves to havea 
fufficient Right to before: They owe it only tothe Graceand 
Favour of their Sovereign. and if. they, had made better ule of 
it; to-promote the Ends for which,it was granted, the weight 
OF: thofe Afligtions under which.the People of this Country: 
now groans, would not have lain: fo. heavy epen Fhem, at leatt 
ehey: would have lefs deferyed them. 

Befides, the: Parliament of England have never. aby, any. AG 
of, theirs favoured the Plantations, or declared og. inlarged't their 
Privileges: -but, have, ‘all along. demontftrated,, that ithey were 
anich,diferenced, from England,and.not to; fave: thofe, Priyi- 
legesrand Liberti¢s which agian nitaa, being inall: Ags re- 
ating tothe Plantations, reftcajned, and burthened beyond: any 
injEnglepd,as-appears by, the fever al. ‘Aas made. for. the increa- 
fing, of Navigation, and. for regulating and AON the Plan- 
tation. Fradgac epic 

«think Lhave-both i rai ‘Authorityy, Prachi -¢., Sante Speed 
pre tnade, it. plain,. That the} Plantations are of. the e Dominion 
of. the! Crown. of England, and without any, heard to, Magne: 
Charta, may be rul'd and, govern d by fch ways and methods 
as. the: Perfon.who wears, that, ‘Crown, - forthe, good. and ad- 
vancement.of thofe Settlements; fhall think, moft praper,; and 
convenient:. therefore neither. the Commiflion to the Prefident, 
hor that toSir Edmond. Andros, canbe faid.to.be Hlegal. : 

Since then fugh,an one, might Jawtully be, Sram youhave 


great 


we 
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preatteafon to cominend the Moderation of the Gentleman who 


was intrufted with it, and ‘to return Thanks to Almighty God, 


for placing over you a Perfon indued with that Prudence and 
Integrity, that he was fo far from exceeding his Commiffion, 
that he’ never put in execution the powers therein granted: him. 
Have there been any Taxes laid upon the People, ‘but fuch' as 
were fettled fifty years fince, and made’ perpetual by Laws of 
their own making? Any. patt whereof might be tetainéd, and in 
force, after the cohdemnation of their Charter, ‘that the King 
thought fit? Who hath been'transtferr'd out of this Territory? 
Or werecever fewer Rates paid than Wonder hime" AON WAG 
And whereas it isalfo alleaged in the Declaration, That there 
were couiles taken to damp andfpoil thew Frade; while: neither 
the Hotiouir'Hot’Treature’ of the King were advanted Give me 
leave to tell you; the'fame ‘is altogether falfe, and miftaken, for 
the very confiderable mereafe of Their Majefties Revenne arifing 
by Cuftoms(aorat alPalteted tinder SiP Ednond’s government) 


doth fulficiently déthonftace that the regular'and lawful Trade 


of this Territory was exceedingly ‘improved! ‘tnder him: “Tis 
true, the Acts for Regulating the Plantation-Trade, and Naviga- 
tion (little regarded under the. Maflathufets Government, to 
the Breat prejtidice of the Revenues of the Crowti, and detriment 
of its European Subjeéts) were carefully inforced, and their con 
ftant and profitable correfpondence with Foreignersand Pyrats 
diligently obftrmded, (which was very difagrecable tomany Per- 
fons Who had éven grown old in that way of Trade, and was 
believeone chief caufe of the Revolution, which feems evident 
by their falling again upon the fame meafures fince that change.) 
By this is meant Courfes taken to damp and fpoil their Trade, for 
whichI hope the Government will not lie under any imputations 
in the Judgment of confidering Men. 


~ 


i “wk fhalkfay little concerning the Kingls Treafure’s for itis Clear» 
_ to all that know. this Country; that under the-late-‘Government,’ - 
there was neverfo few Taxes paid, nor until the Indian Rebelli- : 
ona fuller Treafury fince the fettlement of thefe parts; and ’tis: 
plain, That the alteration of the Maffethufets Government; and: 
annexation of the ref ofthofe petty Colonys didhighly conduce 
to the King’s Honour, and: the: good and welfare of his:Sub- 
jects’; for all chat Country, which was every day fubject to the _ 
Incurfions of the Frenach, was no:fodner takeii into:the King’s: 
hands; ‘and united, |but they: becaine’ formidable: ‘And all en- 
deavours: to make them demolifh the Fort of Oneagra, (which 
they had: Buile.and Garrifoned, fome thundreds. of Miles:within.: 
the Englilb Dominions, in the Year 168 7)yproved tinfuccefstul, 
until the Union of the faid Colonys, | wider: the Commitfion' fo: 
much complained: of »:And I'do heattily -with, thatthe Divifi-: 
ons how athohgyou;: do not! encourage themito take.theiad-. 
_ vantage ofthis opportunity,!-and by.an utter deftruction-of-all: 
this Continent; experimentally makeigood my Afferttone<y sori 1: 
And ’tis'as plain that the King’s Subjects, which for many. | 
‘yearsihad:groaried under the fevertty of: a» Dyrannical: and:Ac- 
bitrary:Gonftitution, deprived: of the! Latwseand: Liberti¢s | of 
Englifh-men; forced w their Gonlciences,fufteréd death for Reli~? 
gion;and denied Appeals to theKing,were cated of thofe intolera- 
ble Burthens,: and allowed. the free Exercife, of their Religion, 
and the benefit of the Lawscofi Emglaid, | which-were duly and o 
truly adshiniftred: unto theni, by Awhich che Honour of theKing 
is ‘advanced to. the higheftpitch., > >. sortsnciqxides 
» ge “Ewill-be:biie time loft to fayiany thing of the, Red-coats; | 
for: riobady:.can:be{oiveid of Senfe.and:Reafon toothink rhacil 
fomiany Thoufarid Men;' whichat i day inhabit this Colonys:: 
avail | : nas could 
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could be impofed-upon'by i100 Red-coats; and itany body. 


_ the Territory will make a‘ Man fuchy Isthere any one Gentle-| - 
man of the\Council, that hath either been difplaced, or put in" 
_ to that Station by the Authority there? ‘Which of your Judges. 
are Strangers? Were. not Three of them brought: up amongft 
you; and of your own Communion? And was not:the other : 
in thefame Imployment in fome part of this Territory, at the 
_ time of the Annexation? From whom: had the Secretary and: 
Collector his Commiffion?: Certainly from no body here. . Did: 
the alteration of the Government change your Treafurer? Is: 
it not the fame Sir Edjzond found here? Is he not a Man of: 
Eftate, good Credit and Reputation, and one of your own, _ 
Countrymen?:. Were: not all: Officers in the Government; as: 
Well Magifterial: as Minifterialy natural born: Englifbmen, and° 
Subjects:to the Crown of England? How then are Strangers. 
and Haters of the People preferr'd, when thereisnot one that 
can reafonably and juftly be fo termed, in any ‘place of Truft: 
or Office thtoughout the Dominion.) * >) > * 3 bers 
6. Who-are ‘meant by:abje& Perfons from: New Tork’ wants * 
an Explanation, for none of the Gentlemen that came from 
thence, (now in any Authority) but are well known to have 
liv’d there for a‘long time, in Efteem and Reputation,enough to - 
merit a better Epethite of all good.and honefk Men; and 1 bee 


lieve 


L 23] ; 
hieve it will one day appear, that their Faithful difchatge of their 
Duties, their conftancy and fteadinefs to the Church! and Laws 
of England, and unfhaken Loyalty and Fidelity to the Crown, 
was their greateft'Crime. WA oda 16 Sobsbe 

I am not well acquainted what Fees were taken, but this ] 
know, that a Committee of the Council were appointed to 
make a fettlement of Fees for all Officers throughout the Go- 
vernment, which was effected, approved of, and fent to Eng- 
land; and if any one have exceeded thofe Limits, they deferve 
. to becalled to account, but it ought to be in a due courfe of 
Law. For the perfonal mifcarriages of a Minifterial Officer, 
are no fufficient Warrant for an Infurreétion; neither ought the 
whole Government to be Subverted; becaufe Tom or Harry are 
ill Men. The Authority can but provide good and wholfome 
Laws for the punifhment of Evil doers, and caufe thofe Laws 
to be put in execution againft Offenders: But if arly .one doth 
me a perfonal wrong, for which I havea Remedy by Law, and 
I will not take it, I ought not to quarrel with the Government, 
for ’tismy own Fault, and I might have redrefs if I would. 
Perfonal, Crimes muft be cenfured Petfonally 5: and«a Governs 
ment ought no more to be'fcandalized atid afperfed, becaufe an 

Extortioner is in it, than becaufe there is a Felon or a Traitor. 
7- I need not tell you that the Statute Laws of England are 
Printed at large, and that many Abridgments of them are fo 
likewife, and eafie enongh to: be procured j-heither can it be 
but very well known, that all the A@s of the Governour and 
Council were folemnly publifhed with Sound of Trumpet, ‘as 
foom as made, and Authentick Copies afterwards tranfmitted 
to the Clerks of cach refpeftive County throughotit the Terris 
tory; Why then it fhould:be faid,that it was impoffible to ge 
D 2 the 


‘Eee 
the! Laws:? cb {ee nolreafon;lunlefs. by it jis weant *the’Commnor 
‘Laws and iffo, you may: asiwell quarrel becaule' every -com- 

mon Perfon doth: noé ‘underftand Exclid' or" Ariftotles for the 
_ knowledge of the Law, cannot be attained’ without great Iné 

’ dufity, Seady,-and Expenentesand every: Capacity isnot 'fitted 
for fuch oan: Undertaking ; Ex :quovis Ligno non fit’ Mercurins, 
If this was.a’ Grievance; ‘What a miferable condition are ‘they 
in now, thatinftead of mor knowing the Law, there isnoLaw 
for théeny to knowit I 2lod3 5 sboadics over ono yas it bas yhwal 
{5 BaWhat rath; or indifcreet;' Expréffions:may fall fronrany 
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fingle Perfon of ithe Council, ‘either in his private ‘or politick ms 


Capacity, AL wall not undertakes: to iuftifie j all:Men' are: not 
endued withyqiiabificationsbalikes|evetyo one “ain :that Station 
ought fovgive:his Opuitoiy: asthe himtelf uhderftands the:Mat- 
ters land.df any-oiie shave unadvifedly uttered Words fo vdif- 
agreeable, diknow:tio Bodyusjur'd ibysity, neither: can’ ‘the Go- 
vernment bé gafthp cenfurid) fbritéd'v act .eriotvw Isnclisg kom 
~ ge" That‘the Privileges of Magna: Charta,' and ‘other: Liber: 
fies«of Englifbrmen were denied ‘them, .is a ‘thing which can 
never) be made: appear however, :admittingtit,. ‘Tithave fuffici- . 
ciently, difalfsid that Point: tin! the Ehird Aracle: ‘By the Per- 
fons {aid tobe leverel¥-Fined; for peaceably. objeGing againit 
raifing’ of Taxes without’an’ Affembly, I, conjecture are meant 
the, Ip/wich-men; who sere foi far from'aipeaceable objecting, 
that: they aflembled themfelves inca tiotors manner; and. byan 
Infirument conceived in “Writing ;-did ‘Affoctate sand ‘oblige . 
themfelves to ftand by'each other in oppofition to the Govern- 
imerit; and by their Examiple influenced their Neighbours todo 
the, like. sAnd:this by the bawois efteemed-an Offence ‘of that 
Natiire, thatatds next dodr to Rebellion, for which they: were 
3 i - In- 


ALS35./) 
‘Indided, sharon and Convicted, ‘either by Vi erect or their: 
-own Confelf on. 
to. I cannot saftific chet Sherif, sido dorht-cithes nick or 
gato a Jury; ‘tis both repugnant tothe Law andhis Oath; and. 
he deferves:to favour, that can be Guilty of fuch a Crime; but~ 
Jet:him firftbe' Lilown; and the thi ing proved; for I do not re-. 
member any one that hath been Convicted, ‘nor fo much as ac- 
eiled for fuch-an: Offences)» 
© Judgments upon Demurers and Debates;> are Ps praSlieabe 7 
and warrantable, by.theLaw, that nothing: can excule the enu- - 
merating them amongft the Grievances in the Declaration, but 
the Pen-man’s.,want:of. Knowledge in| that Profeflion. Tis a 
Maxinié) -Volenti non ft injuria 3 and when. both Plancif? and 
Defendant do; by a joynt confent; fubmit to the ‘determination 
of the Court, of by theirown negligence make. default; Who . 
dath the: wrong? Where is: the Injury : 2 This hath beeni a pra- 
ite forfrequently: eds in your former Goverment Citiough 
under anotlier, Name )»:that nd: body canibe ignorant of it. 
sta.) Phat atiy one-hath -been: Imprifoned s. without being 
shardied with:Crime, or Mifdémeanour,. isxan Allegation which 
_ Ddare bebold:todayican ndver be proved: Ehave heard ‘ee 
an \iabeas: Corpus: demanded. uponothe Statutesof the 341 .Cic 
“was denied in Major Appleton’s Cafe, (who was oneiof the a 
fwich-inen: before:mestioned 3)‘ but iles -any' confideting!Man 
penufe the Acts. andl believe ht willbe! eafily convinced, 'thdt 
“it is: partictilanly dimitted to the Kingdom of England 5 eldest 
he ‘was committed: daly becaife He would not find Sureties for - 
the. Good: Behaviouiy randsthe :qheftion ; was: hot swhether2ihe 
fhiould bes Bailed:; foi upoh finding the faidi Sureties;ihe: mmuft 


have been: —- of ceinid;! forthatdt was notte want of 
an 
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can Habeas Corpus detain’d him in Prifon, but-his own wilful and 
-obftinate Humour ; if they do but confider well how many Gen- 
-tlemen lie now in ftinkiag Goals, and clofe Prifons,without ei-: 
- ther Mittimus or Crime laid to their charge, and without the 
allowance ofan Habess Corpus;although demanded;I.am furethey ~ 
cannot but blufh,when- they read that part*of the Declaration, 

12. That Jurymen were fined and imprifoned for refufing to — 
ay their hands to the Book, I prefume isa miftake; probably 
they may have been fined for theircontempt, and fent to Prifon 
fornot paying that Fine, which by the Law may be Juftified ; 
for evrey Court may fine any man for a contemptin open Court, 
cand they themfelves'are Judges of the Contempt. se 

Whether it be a forcmg of Confcience or not, | fhall leave to 
Cafuifts; but am very well fatisfied, it 7s zot comprehended with- 
an the late Indulgence: Yet admit it were, the Judges are fworn 
to do their Duties in their Offices, according tothe Laws of the 
Land: Prefcription is.agood and fufficient Law, the form of lay- 
ing theHand upon the Book hath been the only modus of Swear-_ 
‘ing time out of mind ; therefore the laying the Hand on the Book 
in Swearing, isa good Law, and the Judges cannot: difpence _ 
with it, Salvo Sacramento;if they did, a Judgment infucha cafe , 
would be erroneous and reverfible, and ‘tis dangerous to admit 
of Innovations. | Hie 3 si 

The Common Law of New England is brought in, to Warrant 
the lifting up the Hand;butI take that to be vara: Avis in Terris; 
for I challengethé whole Territory to produce one Precedent of 
fuch a refolved cafe; but perhaps by it,Prefcription is intended; 
_ 3£it-be, that will asilly ferve the turn. as:th’other; for the Colo- 
ny hath notbeen long enough fettled, to claimany advantage by 
that Rightsneither ifit had,would it be admitted without appa- 

rent 
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[Feeney a 
_~ rene violation.of their Charter, being abfolitly repugnant té thie: 
Eaws of England. © i3 : 

- 13-Fully to difcufs the queftion concerning the Titles of their 
Lands, would be a Subje& too Copious for the prefent Defign; 
therefore thall only glanceatitasI pafs by, being refolved,when: 
time thall ferve,to declare my Opinion more amply on that Sub-- 
ject; in the mean time,letevery confidering Man Examine well’ 
the Charter, which is the very: bafis of all their Rights, Cunlefs - 
they wall {ct up-a Power above the Kimgs,) and then let him tell’ 
mein whom the Fee fimple ofthat Tra of Land, betwixt Charles’s- 
River and Merry-mack remains: ifin the Grantees or their Heirs, 
How do they derive theirTitles formthem?Ifin theGovernour and * 
— Company of the Maffathufets Bay, they muft inquire whether pur-- 
fuant tothe Directions. and Powers to them granted, it is by good: 
and {ufficient Conveyances in the Law, derived unto them: If. 
they find it fo, they muft not be difturbed with Fears‘and Jea-- 
loufies, for nothing:can hurt them, if not, they are infinitely. 
obliged to thofe Perfons:who. have made them fenfible of their- 
Weakiefles, in atime, when by His Msjefties Letter Patents, the 
Governour was mpowered to{upply all fuch Defects, and not: 
upon ‘Terms, ‘either.exceflive or unreafonable, but upon fuch as 
were both eafy and moderate, which will plainly appear to any. 
Man who will but give. himfelf the trouble to perufe the Fable: 
of Fees, fettled and allowed by: the Council; yet {till every Man” 
was at his own Liberty, to’ take a Patent of Confrrnration, or to” 
let it alone, asiis apparent enough by the many Petitions ‘tow - 
_lying in the Secretary’s Office,which,altho’ his Excellency was al-- 
ways ready( fo far as in him lay-)eoGrant,yet the more néceffitons 
Affairs of the:Govermment; which both hé; and all about hin,‘ 
ever preferr'dito their private advantage, took tip’ fo imich “OF 


his 


in the Kings Cafe; and’ had the Penman been never fo little ‘ac-" 
«quainted with ‘the Natura brevinm,: or the Regifter, ‘he would» 
have been afham’d to-have. fitifted: ip the Declaration with fuch’ 
Matter, whichcan be ofno other fervice; thanto amufeand de-— 
yceive ignorant People, Have there been’ more than feven ‘Writs 
of this kindiffued out, during Sir Edionds' Admuiftration? Or’ 
more than two Profecuted?And wereany-of themagainft ether . 
Poor or Ignorant Perfons, that hadneither Purtes cana se yy 
H acien 
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defend themfelves. Hathit not been againft fuch, as both for 
__ their Eftates and Capacities, are fufficiently known to be emi- 
spent? And the bufinefs of Deer-Ifland was brought on for no 
other intent, then that right might be done to the King here, 
and that the Party, if agrieved, might in a regular way have 
' brought it to the Council-Board in England for their Determi- 
~ nation: And I think, if this matter were rightly underftood, 
it would be-of, excellent fervice to the Country, for fuch a 
Judgment would fufficiently inftra& them what they have to 
truft to. : ie: | ; 
_ 15. That their Commons might be bege’d, is not very 
ftrange; but that the Governour muft be Criminal becaufe fuch 
a thing is asked of him, is a barbarous inference: To whom 
have they been granted? Or for which of his Creatures have 
they been eeafured ont? I thould be glad to {ee that Man who 
would bare-fac’d inftance. one particular grant of any Man’s 
’ Right or Pofleflion paffed by Sir Edmond, during his Govern- 
ment. “Tis true, that at the requeft of Lieutenant Coll. Lidger, 
(a Gentleman who hath long lived among you in Reputation, 
equal to the beft, whofe Fortunes were not {fo narrow, that he 
needed'a dependance upon any one; and by a plentiful Eftatc, 
which he pofleffed in Charles-Town, had a right to a propor- 
tionable fhare or dividend in all the vacant and unapropriated 


Lands belonging to thefaid Town, ) the Governour and Coun- ~ 


cil did grant him a. piece of the {aid vacant Lands, (which 
the Pen-man corruptly calls Commons) contiguous to a very 
confiderable Fzrm, which he was there owner of, which I pre- 
fume they might. very lawfully do; for it can never be made 
appear, That the People of Charles-Town, either in Law or 
Equity, hada Right or Title to the faid Land, without a 
E Grant 
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Grant from the Governour and Company of the Maffathufer’s 
Bay, exempted under the Seal of the Corporation, purfuant 
to the Rules and Dire@tions of their Charter, they-can have 
no Legal Claime; and I am fure; fuch can never be produced, 
“and I think they have-as {lender a pretence to.an equitable one, ' 
when the Land hath always lain waft and undivided,to the pro- 
fit and advantage of the Claimer, without any manner of charge: 
or expence: - Bee ae | f: 
Befides, it cannot be-confiftent with the Intereft of new Plan-. 
tations,that two or three Hund.Thoufand Acres of Land fhould: 
be taken up by a finall number of People, whoare not capable 
of improving one tenth part of it, and the reft lie vacant under: 
the notion of Commons, when’ Perfons of Ability, equally. 
concerned, would improve it, but cannot, becaufe they“are 
lefS numerous than the poorer fort of the Town, whole ad- 
vantage it is that the Lands fhould fo lie, and who manage their’ 
Affairs by majority of Voices. And if the Tra& of Land 
which Charleflowne pretends to, were proportionally divided, 
Eoll: Lidgeti’s flare ( they. themfelves being Judges ) would) 
have exceeded the Grant. — ~ 196 S67 GF FREP? 
Tis likewile true,that Clark’s Ifland was granted to Mr.Clark 
of Plymouth, which might very well be, for it was nevef int. 
cluded’ within the Plymouth Patent, and fo refolved by the 
Council in that cafe, and therefore grantable'‘at ‘the King’s. 
Pleafure. And this is all that I know of which an be objected. » 
“Tt may be true, that fome Perfons who have contemptuoufly 
and riotoufly obftructed the Surveyor-General, in the doing of. 
his Office, and pluck’d up, and removed the Stakes and Land-. 
marks fet up by him, upon vacant and? unappropriated: Lands, 
- have been upon Legal Tryal and Conviction moderately oF 2a 
or 


for theu Offence, ene Siesio reafon thang fhould be accounted 
a Crime in any, or that fuch Actions fhould efcape unpunifhed. 

-16. I am likewife in the dark, to find out how the forcing 
of the People at the Eaft-ward to take Patents (although I know 
of no fuch thing done): gave a rife to the late unhappy. Invafi- 
on by the Indians, unle{s by that means the Indians were de- 

rived of thofequit-rents and acknowledgments, which by a 

bafe and difhonourable agreement, made by Commiffioners ap- 
pointed from Bofton, the People of thofe parts, {ome time fince,. 
were obliged to pay them, as their Lords and Mafters. 
17. Lam totally ignorant what is meant by. Blank Patents, 
for ‘tis the firfttime J ever heard of fuch a thing, neither indeed 
canit be; for he that takes a Patent for his Land, doth it in 
fuch a form as beft pleafech himfelf, or as he fhall be advifed to 
by his Council ; And how any Man living can fo far know my 
mind to prepare fuch an Iaftrument for me, I leave the World 
to judge. | 

18. “That any of the Council were ever denied admittance to 
that Board, is’a thing fo apparently falfe, that i’m fure not a 
Man amoneft them but muft juftifie t the Governour in that 
point ; who was always fo far from f{ucha Method, thatalthouch 
there was a certain day appointed for their mecting every Wee “ky 
well knowu tothem all; yet it was a frequent thing for him to 
fend on purpofe to Salem, and other Neighbouring Parts, for 
the Gentlemen that lived hee: ; and I have feen the Meflense ts 
Account, wherein he chargeth a confiderable Summ of Mony 
for Horfe-hire on thofe Errands. Tis very wellknown, ‘his 
Excellency hath waited many Hours for feveral of the Gentlemen 
that live in Town, ‘and would never Sit until they came; and as 


che hath neve done, nor ordered the leaft matter relating to 
Ea the 


were the only People deftitute of a Place to Worfhip in; until, 
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the Government, ‘without their advice and confext; fo he ne- 


_ver did it without a fufficient number to make a Quorum, which 
was Seven. a OF aren FORE GL 


19. There was never any other Courfe taken, tohinder Ms. 


-Matber’s Voyage to England, than what the Law allows3 nei- 
ther-can the Government, without a-great deal of Inyuftice, be 


charged with any thing relating to that Matter, for none in place 


knew bis Errand. 


There was 4 particular difference between Mr. Randolph'and 
him ; and [never heard of any other Courfe, taken by Mr. Raxz- | 
dolph, than.the ordinary Writ in fuch Cafes ufual; which was. 


~ fo far from retarding his Voyage, that az Attorney's entring a 


common Appearance, in that Cafe, would have been {ufficient to 
have difcharged him, if the Writ had been ferved. hoe 
26. Suppofe the King promifed Mr. Mather, a certain Magna 
Charta, for Redrels of ( imaginary ). Grievances ; and. that his 
Excellency fhould be wrote unto to forbear the Meafures he was’ 
upon 3 yet no fuch thing being done, he was obliged tothe Ob- 
fervance of His Majefty’s Commands, before fignified to him in 
his Letters Patents ; which was a-fufficient Watrant to him, un- 


tithe fhould receive fome thing fubfequent to contradict it. 


ay. That your Churches and Minifters have been difcoura- 
ged, is fo general an Head, and the ref{t of the Declaration. fo 
particular, that it givesme caufe to fufpeé the truth of it; and 
£ thall hardly. alter my Opinion, until any one of you be inftan- 
ced, who kept himfelf within his Province, and only medled 
with that which belong’d to him. : 
"Tis the Church of England that hath moft reafon to complain, 
‘only. you cry Whore firft: For at Sir Edmond’s Arrival, they 


by 


ae, [33] ae 
by Advice and Confent of the Council, the New Meeting Houle, . 
in Bofton, was borrowed, and made ufe of by them, bue at: 
‘inconvenient Hours; in the Morning after: Eleven, and fome-- 
times as their Service was prolong’d at Twelve; and after Four - 
in the Afternoon, which with patience was endured, tho’ the - 
Enmity of. that/People, tothe Church of England, was uch, . 
that they grudged them that {mall Accomodation , and fhewed : 
their uneafinef$ therein ; which was foon removed, by the Go- — 
-vernour’s encouraging a€hureh to-be built, and compleated | 
in Bofton, at the Charge of thofe of that Communion, where - 
the Publick Worfhip, and Service of God hath been attended, . 
-until the late Infurrection, when the Minifter was forced to leave - 
‘the Countrey, and Church, for his own fafety ;.. And has not - 
‘the Minifter been before this publickly aftronted, and:hindred - 
_ -from doing of his Duty ? What: fcandalous Pamphlets have - 
‘been Printed to villifie the Liturgy? And are not all of that - 
‘Communion daily called Papift Doggs, and Rogues, to their - 
Faces?.. How often has the plucking down the Church been 
threatned 2- Onewhile; it-was to be converted to a School, 
and anon, ‘twas to be given to: the French Proteftants.- And” 
whofe will but take the Pains to furvey.the Glafs Windows, will” 
eafily:-dilcover the Marks of a.Malice not.common; I believe 
>is the firft National Church, that ever lay under fuch great Dif- 
advantages, in a Place, where thofe that diflent from her, oughe 
to expee all things from her Grace and Faveur. 
+7. Should Lundertake to recount all the particulars of the 
late Indian Rebellion, this would fwell to a bulk bigger than 
ever I defigned it; I fhall only tell you, youmuft look at home 3 
forthe reafons of thofe troubles, which is well known, began 
when his Excellency was above Five Hundred Miles off at Next. 
Tork, 
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‘Tork, and that the Folly and Rathnefs of the People, drew, it - 
ontheir own Heads, - The Governours Gondi&in that’ Affair 
has been fo prudentiand dilcreet, that I have no reafon to doubt — 
“but your Councilof Safety, Gc. Into whofe hands, allthe Pa-_ 
pers relating to:that bufinefs did fall, ae.very wellfatisfied with 
“it: Was not the whole Country fo fectredsthat: not the leaft- 
Damage, or Spoil was done to the Plantations and Fifhery, du- 
ring the Forces being abroad? And were not’ the Indian Ene- 
‘mies by the fad Forces, hard Marches, and -Purfuits; fomtimes 
above One Hundred Miles into the Defaxt, beyond any. Chri- 
ftian Settlement, reduced:to the extteameft Wants and Necet. 
dities? And all things brought to that pals, that if our unhap- 
py Domeftick Troublesshad not intervened; the: War before 
this time would: have: been advantageoufly Finifhed,: without 
any Rates or Taxes, on the Country 3 for by his Excellencies - 
‘good Husbandry, the ftanding Revenue would have defrayed 
theCharge: ’Tis true, you have loftome of your Friends and 
Relationsin that Expedition ; but could the) Governonr keep 
them aLive? Are not Difeafes in Armies. as Fatal to Men as 
the Sword? When Death comes, "tis not to be avoided ; and - 
you fee that all yonr Art and Care hath not been fufficient to 
Preferve your deareft Friends at Home, from the greater Mor- 
taliry which hath run through this Crountry ; Did any of 
them Dye negled&ted ? Which of them wanted any thing to be 
had in thofe Parts? Did his Excellency lye upon Beds of Down, 
and fare Delicioufly every Day ? No, the fame Meat, the fame 
Drink, the fame Ledging in their Quarters, and Marches very 
‘common to all; only he was generally the leaft taken care for : 
To what a degree of Madnefs and Impiety are we then grown, 
fo Falfly and Malicion{ly, to Re-criminate a Perfon, who for 
your 
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your Defencé and Security, hath fo generouflyexpofed himfelf 
to the Hardjbips of that Cold and Uncomfortable Clymate, and. 
the Fatigues of War, againft a Barbarous and Savage People? 
And certainly if God Almighty hath not given over this People 
to believe Lies, their Eyes muft be by this time open, and they 
cannot but know,how much they have been put upon,Shamm’d ° 
and Abus’d. Who.are Popifh Commanders.in the Army ?. Will 
any Man Bare-fac'd Aver fo great anuntruth? It mult be Con-- 
feffed, there was one and homore, under that Circumftance, 
who had the Command of a Company of the King’s ftanding ’ 
Forces, and was not Commiffioned for the Army ;, befides, if: 
he had; “hath he'tiot bived:long-amongft tis? _Didany one ever 
queftion ‘his’ Ability, Courage, Fidelity and Conduct, and 
ought not that Liberty of Conicience,. which has been fo hotly 
Preached; up, even, to.the.Encouragement of: immoral Acts 
aimong{t you, be equally: beneficial to him with other Men?» 
_ Efpecially when the Gentlemen*in’ the Country, were fo far~ 
from offering their Service in the Expedition, that fome of the - 
moft Eminent. amoneft them,, have, abfolurely refufed the Ser-— 
vice; and they have been toldjthe Governours propofal to the - 
Coundil; about his going to the’ Eaftward,met with no Oppo-- 
fition, left fome of the Military Men there, fhould have been- 
bound in Honour to have takenthat Imployment upon them=- 
felvess | flo cet Hodw it 
~~ 93.'That fome of the Engli{> Plantations in the Weft-Indies, . 
which were Contiguous to the French, fhould be Alarm, is 
no wonder, for they were ever Jealous of their Neighbour- 
hood, ahd alwaies ftood> upon ‘their Guard; but thatyou 
fhould’ be’ afraid -6f ‘being’ delivered up to the French, when 
there is neither War betwixt the two Crowzs, nor any French- 

| Men 
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‘men that we'can. yet here of, to receive you; is one of the moftunac- 
_ countable things in the World. rom what parts muft they come? From 
' Canada you know they can not 5 they want both Men and Ships, and 
-have reafon enough to look to themfelvés 5 France have their Hands full 
at home 5 and tis well known’ they cannot fpare any from the We/t-Ix- 
dies; they. made. their outmoft Effort again{t.E/talia 5 and.by the beft In- 
telligence I can get, in thatService or War, there was not one Frigat’s 
Mujt they then drop out of the Clouds, or do youexped a Fleet from Utopia > 
Certainly, this muft needs convince any confidering Man, that thefe poor 
People have been-extremely abus'd,;and they muft be Stupid and Senfe-- 
‘lefs, who think that Sir Edmond Andros, and Ten or Twelve Men mores 
(‘for that is all the Number faid to be concerned in this wonderful Plot; ) 
‘Could they be guilty of fo horrid a Wickednefs and Impiety > Were able 
-te deliver fo many Thoufand Men, well appointed, into the Hands of a few 
Erench-men, who from God knows whence, were to come, Lhe Lordknows when. 
24. That it was either their Duty toGod, or that they had the Nobility, 
‘Gentry, and Cemmons of England, for their Prefedent, I cannot by any 
means allow ; and f am amaz'd to fee Chriftians call that a Duty, which 
‘God has fo remarkably fhewed his Difpleafure againft, in all Couatries, 
and Ages-; Is-not Rebellion, as the Sin-of Witchcraft ?- Numb. 11. 12. 16. 
Who was it that fent the Leprofie among/t the Children of Mcael, for their mur- 
-mering # Pfal.73. Or, how came-.the fudden Fire, with which they were burnt 
up ? How many Thoufands perifhed by the Peltilence 2 Or, were they a few. 
that were ftung to Death by the Fiery Serpents? Do we not read, that the 
Barth opened, and fwallowed up fore of their Captains, with their Wivesand 
Children quick >? which horrible Deftruétion fell upon the Children of J/- 
rael,for their wurmering again{t Mofes,whomGod had appointed their head, — 
and chief Maje(trate ;- What fhall I fay of Ab/alom? What of a Achitophel 2 
‘Or what of Sheba ¢ Holy Writ is fofull of Examples, of the like Nature, 
that no Body can efteem that a Duty, which is fo often teftified againft: 
And as itis far from being their Duty to God , fo there is no Parellel be- 
tween-the Proceedings of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal inEngland, and 
theirs here; for the Defign of Eftablifhing Popery and Arbitrary Govern- - 
meni; in thisColony, is altogether Ridiculous and Incredible 5 for, who 
was to have effected it? Could thofe few of the Church of England, that 
with the hazard of their Lives and Fortunes, {0 lately oppofeditin Eu- 
ropes and that in all Ageshave been the only Bul work againftit? Or were 
the Presbyterians, Independant s, ox Axabaptifis, to have brought thisabout® 
i It 
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It muft have been one of thofe, for I dare be bold to fay, there are not 
Two Roman Catholicks betwixt this and New-York, 


‘T have fufficiently demoniftrated, in the third Article, the little Right 


|. +we have to any other Government in the Plantationss and that we can- 
|. fot juftly.call that Arbitrary, which by the Law we are obliged to fub- 
spit to: So that betwixt their Condition and ours, there can be no Parity. 
_ As their'Reafons and yours were dfferent, fo are the Meafures which 
have been taken; for his late Highnefs the Prince of Orange, having 
_-well-weighed and confidered the tottering Cordition of the Protefant 
Religion all over Europe, thought it was bigh time for him to take up 
Arms, aswell for his own Prefervation, as that of his Neighbours and 
Allies. We do not find, that notwithflanding the Danger that hung 
over their heads, the People of England took up Arms to right them- 
felves; but inftead thereof, they became humble Suppliants to hts High- 
nefs for his Favour and Protection, which he was pleafed to grant them : 
Neither-do we find, that the Lords Spiritaal and Temporal, affumed any 
Authority, for which they had no colour of Law : As they are Peers, 
they are invefted with the higheft Authority, and are the grand Confer- 
vators of the Peace of the Nation; they never left their Duty and Al- 
legiance to his late MAJESTY, until he firft left the Kingdoms and 
all Things were tianfeGted in his Name, and by bis Authority, until the 
very minute the Prince was proclaimed 5 who came not by force to Con- 
quer and Subject the Nation to a foreign Power, nor to Subvert and 
Deftroy the lawful Government, but to Maintain and Support the fame, 
in a peaceable manner, by a Free Parliament: The Prince, nor Peers, 
never abrogated nor altered any of the lawful Powers of the Nation, 
but ftrengthned and confirmed all that were capable of bearing Othce, 
by which there was always a due Adminiftration of Juftice. TheSword 
was never faid to Rule and Sway; and by confequence that Confufion 
and Diforder avoided , which their Hlegal and Arbitrary Proceedings 
shave precipitated us into. 

As to the fanciful Stories of Macquas, Subterranean Vaults, Fire Works, 
French Frigats, poifoning the Soldiers to tke Eaftward, &c. they are fo ap- 
parently falfe, avd frangely ridiculows, that by this time, no Man in his 
Wits can believe them; and I need no Argument to confure the Credit 
of thofe monftrous Follies, fince Time and Experience have fufficiently 
demont{trated them to be meer Lyes and Inventions. 

Aod now I hopeall fober thinking Men areconvinced, That the before- 
alledged Reafons,are inthemftlves either abfolately falfe, or of little mo- 
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ment; and confequently #0 fufficient ground for. taking up Arms.5 all thac. 
remains on this head therefore, will be to thew, , or we 
Fifi, That ifall the Reafons had been true, yet it could not juftifie 

their Proceedings... :,..., eeecenien o rest 
- Secondly, 1f, their Condition had been as bad, and their Grievances, 
really as great, as they. were made believe: thofe Meafures could never 
mend the.one, nor redrefs the other. : . PEA. 
_ The molt excellent Grotivs hath fo Jearned!y wrote upon the firft of 
thofe, that I {hall prefume to ufé no other Argument than his own up- 
on that head, which you may read in, 4.Cap.Libit. De jure Belli & Pacis. 


Thirdly, Thefe Meafures could never better their Condition, nor_yree 


drefs their Grievances, unlefs they are fo vain to imagine themfelves 
capable of waging War with the Crown of England, and all is Allies. 


Is the King fo inconfiderable a Prince, that he {hould be forced? Or 


can they think that the noife of their Thoufauds and Ten Thoufands, will 
frighten him into a Compliance? Without doubr ifthey do,they willtoo 
too late find themfelves miftaken; anda wofal Experience will. quickly 
teach them, that the fole want of their Majeffies Protedion, will, in a 
very {hort time, reducethem,to. the malt miferable and deplorable Con- 


dition in the World. . Digvod. fei Fo 2 8 DA deal eeho erage 
But, perhaps, they may, fancy, that this Acton of.theirs, hathex- 
treamly. obliged: their, Majeltics, and that all things now are become 


jufly due to the Merits of their. Services +, Twilido very well if 1: be-fo 


uoderfiood 5 but Lcannot fee the Jealt probability, of {uch a Conftru- 
ction, tor they.-bave, fafficiently manifelted. in. their Declaration 5 that 
Self-Jntereft, fondnels of their former popular Government,.and_averfi- 
on to the Government eftablifh’d from Exgland, was the inf and princi- 
pal Motive to.their Undertakings 5. and their Progrefs doth plainly des 


monftrate, thet they bave only, made nfe of their, Majefties Names, the 
better.to.eficc: thei own Defigns, whillt every thing that hath any. re- 


Jation to them lies wegletéed and unregaraed, without any. Recoguition of 
their\Authority over thofe Dominions, or.the leaft acknowledgment of 
their fubsniffion to fuch Orders as fhoule come from them, faving what 
particularly related to Jowe fom ill Men, (as they call them,). whom they 
they have imprifoned and detained, w.chout any Law or Reafon:: $0 
that they have rafly and improdentiy aaventured-their ALL upon a 
Chance, ( not an equal one, ) Whether it will be well or ail take «IF 
well, they can expect noching moré,than what they would have had by 
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fitting {till and quiet, unlef it be avaft charge,: trouble, and.expence :° 
which they have inevitably brought upon themfelves: If it], What will 
betheevent? * — . ies ee Serene | 

Ia the firft place, This Country, which hath fo much valued it felf, 
for the true Profe/fion ad pure Exercife of the Proteftant Religicn, will be 
termeda Land full of Hypvcrifie, Rebellion, Irriligion , asd what not? and 
they themfclves a degenerate wicked People. ; 

Secondly, In all their Pamphlets and Difcourfes, they have fo magni- 
fied their Action, and boafted of the vaft Nambers they can bring into 
the Ficld, that it maft be of great import to the Crown of Exgland to 
curb them, & in time to reduce them to their former Obedience 5. and no 
body will imagine it confiftant-with the Intere/f of the Crowz any more to | 
trutt Government, in the hands of a People fo ready and fo able, upon 
all Occafions, to Revolt aad fet up for themfelves 5 and the ftronger they: 
are, the more need there will be'to keep them under. : 

Thirdly, And laftly, They will really endure and undergo ail thofe | 
Mileries and Calamities which they. fancied to themfelves under the late 
Government, and become the Scorn and By- wordof-all their Neighbours. 

What then femains, but that they {ould endeavour to tet tle themfelves 


infuch.a pofture, as may at leaft mitigate, if not wholly prevent™ the 
befpre-mentioned Tnconveniencies ? If their Charter be reftored, it can 


neither jultife their paft Actions,nor maintain their former Laws or C ne 
ftitation of Government s but render them Hable to be queftioned and 
Quo Warranto'd for their Malefefance whenfoever the Supreme Autho- - 
rity fhall chink it meet. Theteis nothing therefore that can be fafe or 
eafic jor them, and of greater Service ‘and Benefit, than that they put 
themiclves in a fubmiffive and humble pofture, fit and ready to ‘receive © 
their Majefties Commands; and not-valuc themfelves too ‘much upoa : 
their own Merits, left they become unworthy of their Majelties Grace : 
and Favour; without which, (think what yon will,) they can never-be - 
fafe and fecure frem the Severity of the Laws, ‘which they have indi- 
fputably violaied, in Matters of the higheft Nature. and Confequence : 
imaginable. 
I hope every good Man will ferioufly confider the foregoing Difcourfe, . 
and faffer him&lf to be guided by the Dittates of Realon, and not of 
Humor and Prejudice; and then 1 ama well affured,it will be evident 
enough that they have miftakei their Meafures, and that a Sssennt 
thereof, 


thereof, and eet recefs, will more advantagé them, than an obfit+ 
mate and wilful perfeverances and that nothtng but-fuch a Remedy can 
reftore their almoft-perifhing and undone Country,toa fafting Peace and 
happy Settlement 5'for which, fhall ever be the hearty Prayers of 


Your bumble Servant, 


J.-Palmer. 
¢ * # 
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Was principal induced io-direct tke precedent Difcowrfe to you, Gentlemen, 
A for to Reafons: Firfty Becanfe. am well.affured, you have had a great 
hare inthe late Revolution; andy fecondly, Becanfe I would be rightly under- 
flood, which I axa fure L.can never fail of, by Perjons of your Learning and 
Worth; and I hope youwill-be fo kind to me, and fo juft-to your Conntry, to 
det me know, in the oft publick manner you can, whereis I have miftaken 


the Matter, either in point of Badd or Judgment: But if Ibave been fo for- 


tunate to convince you, that swreng Meafures have been taken, and that the 
People had no Reajon for what they kave done, wor wo Bottom for what they 
are yet. doing, let.metell you, ‘tis your Duty not onlyto admonifh them, but te 
reduce them to fuch.a temper as becomes pious Men and geod Chriftians, for 
srhich you will have the Praife, and God the Glory, — Ag 


- ‘From the Caftlethe Twentie:h 
Day of ‘une, 1939. 
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